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Adult intersex patients and activists have brought to the forefront many issues and 
concerns about the treatment of paediatric intersex patients. The medical community is 
finally taking a critical look at their past treatment of these patients, along with their 
present and future needs. There is recognition that truth telling for both patients and 
parents is a necessity. A continuing problem concerns parents and professionals asking 
how and when they should provide their children and patients with complete medical 
information. It is clear that there is not a "one size fits all solution", and clinicians need to 
meet with families to help them to develop a plan that will meet their own unique needs. 
This presentation drawing on research from the adoption field, and the HSC experience, 
will discuss the use of story telling and life books, as a way to share critically important 
and sensitive information, in a developmentally appropriate way. 
Areas covered will include: 
• The use of journaling and taping 
• Development of a life book 
• Developmental and educational needs for patients and families 
• Roadblocks and reinforcement 
• Use of the Sick Kids Child Physiology site 
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